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Psalm 31:21 - “Blessed be the Lord: for He hath 
shown me His marvelous kindness…”
Praise God for all He has done, and what He will 
do. As we look over this past year, we can say that 
Tall Turf Ministries (TTM) has been truly blessed. 
The smiles, songs, and the making of new friends 
were in abundance during camp. Seeing former 
campers and former staff bring their kids to be 
first time campers was truly a blessing! 
We also understand, there is no “mission without 
margin.” Though we have been blessed, we 
recognize the importance of being good stewards 
of our resources. Over the last four years, 
our Board of Directors and staff have worked 
diligently to make sure we have nothing less than 
a balanced budget. This may sound simple but 
navigating through the pandemic and non-profit 
organization challenges is not easy. Many had to 
close their doors or reduce services, but Tall Turf 
Ministries made numerous improvements to our 
properties and started new initiatives without 
any staff reduction. Again, we are truly blessed!
Please take time to read through our Annual 
Report. We hope you see how we are impacting 
the next generation of Christian leaders to be 
agents of change in diversified communities 
while being fiscally responsible.
Finally, unlike many camps, TTM has a special 
obligation to preserve, promote and protect our 
historical content. Please remain engaged!
Blessings to you and yours!

Marcus Hargrave
President and CEO

Pictured Above: CEO, Marcus 
Hargrave and team pose for a 
picture after the open house in June.
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Hello Everyone,
My name is Karissa Matson and I had the 
extreme pleasure of becoming the Director 
of Programming for Tall Turf in March of 
this year.
This summer we were blessed to finally 
open our gates to have camp again since 
COVID. With this came a lot of fear for not 
just everyone’s safety but full of anxiety 
about what camp would be. Also, what life 
would look like after the lockdown not just 
for our family but the Tall Turf family.
• With your help, we were blessed to be 

able to run 5 camp sessions (including 
City Camp) and 3 family camp sessions.

• All together this let us serve a little 
more than 400 individuals this summer.

Some of the camp traditions returned to 
life again. 
• Steal the Bacon happened at campout, 

a once-a-week event where the 

participants learn how to not just put 
up a tent but also spend the night 
under the stars.

• Lake tosses and many evening 
programs, including Honors Campfire 
also returned.

• And, many famous Tall Turf songs were 
sung as loud as they could be including 
“We are Tall Turf” on the bus ride.

However, some things did change due to 
the time we live in...
• Many meals were eaten outside on the 

tables in front of Proctor Youth and 
Family Center.

• We wear masks for City Camp which 
was located inside Neland Ave. CRC.

• COVID testing became part of our 
regular lifestyle.

With the need now more than ever for 
people to have a place to feel safe away 
from the anxiety of this ever-changing 

GREAT THINGS
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Bus rides to 
camp are a blast!



world, Tall Turf is needed. We wouldn’t be able 
to keep these traditions alive today without 
your gracious generosity. Thank you for either 
your time or money, your gifts, no matter the 
size, truly matter and we continue to tell “His 
Story” because of your support.

Looking Forward
Next Year the theme is, “His Story”. Each week 
we will focus on a different part of the Holy 
Trinity Story. In Week one, we will focus on 
creation. During the final week we will focus on 
the Holy Spirit living in the world today. We will 
also learn about living our story for His glory. I 
hope to see you there!

Family Camp
Tall Turf Ministries hosted sessions of 3-day 
Family Camp at Camp Tall Turf this summer. 
Families enjoyed meals, lodging and activities 
- all included within their flat registration fee.

This year we had one full Family Camp pictured 
in the blue t-shirts from the Iglesia De Cristo 
Misionera located in Grand Rapids.

Leaders In Training
The Leaders in Training (LITs) is a paid program 
that this summer had an opportunity to learn 
from many different parts of the festivities 
that is camp. We had 5 LITs this summer that 
helped with both overnight camping sessions 
and family camping sessions, but also with 
City Camp. Three of these amazing LITs attend 
the same school where we are working on 
increasing the impact and doing year around 
programs.

But when I am afraid, I will put my trust in you. 
- Psalm 56:3

Karissa Matson
Director of Programming
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EXPERIENCING CAMP 

“Tony Chestnut knows I love you--that’s what Toe Knee 
Nose!” 3 of my children were campers for the first time 
overnight at Tall Turf this summer and they were so excited 
to share with me songs and chants they learned--the 
same ones I learned over 20 years ago as staff and farther 
back!  These traditions and history signify how important 
and vital the ministry and mission of camp continue to be.  
Reconciliation is not an isolated learning experience or 
individual event--it needs to be experienced in and through 
a community that lives and grows together. Camp is the 
perfect opportunity for this growth to begin and tradition 
is the catalyst to bring these experiences home. These 
songs and chants serve as reminders to past campers, 
staff and families of the transformational process that 
occurred during their camp experience. I am excited to 
be in this part of my Tall Turf journey, experiencing and 
reliving my transformational moments together with 
my children. Thank you for your continued support to 
Tall Turf which allows these generational experiences to 
further the work of reconciliation in our communities.  
We look forward to 2023 as a year of new opportunities, 
continuing traditions and generational growth, inviting 
you to be on this journey of reconciliation with us!

Lydia Kuyvenhoven
Chair of the Board

WHY WE GIVE TO TALL TURF
The reason we support Tall Turf ministries is because 
its mission aligns with our beliefs about what true 
ministry, serving Christ, is all about. It has been a 
part of our family for many years and continues 
to meet the needs of an underserved community 
of children and families. They provide a wonderful 
opportunity to many who otherwise would not be 
able to enjoy that type of experience. We believe 
that its mission is being fulfilled on regular basis and
will continue to support it for many years to come.

Bill and Catherine Botts
Friends of Tall Turf Ministries
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Tall Turf Ministries has a transparent budget and financial report.  
If you have questions, or seek clarification, don’t hesitate to reach out:  
info@tallturf.org. We feel very blessed by our donors and partnerships that make 
this financial report possible!

FINANCIAL REPORT

PARTNERING
WITH TALL TURF MINISTRIES 

Pray
That Tall Turf Ministries will continue to make an impact 
for eternity in the lives of our campers and their families.

Increase
Your current or past giving to help us meet our critical 
needs.

Encourage
Your friends, family, coworkers, and anyone else you 
believe would be interested in supporting us.

SUPPORT
• Year-end gift
• Monthly giving
• Provide a Camp Scholarship
• Fund a project
• Estate or Planned Gift
• Refer us to a friend

STILL NEED:
$139,049

TOTAL:
$501,150

RAISED:
$362,101

FUND 
DEVELOPMENT:

3%

ADMINISTRATIVE:
9%

PROGRAM 
OPERATIONS: 

88%
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