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The CEQ’s Corner

By Marcus Hargrave President & CEQ

Grestings from Tall Turf Ministries! Each year, hundreds of i

children and young people from allwa lks of life come to
Camp Tall Turf and take their first few steps down the road
of reconciliation. Throush our programming, our goal is
that every child lzaves camp with three key deliverables:

1. knowledge of their own worth and their individual

identi ty in Christ.

A greater appredation for their own cultural identity.

3. anunderstanding of and respect for the value of other
cultures.
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We are proud to be the most diverse Christian Summer
Camp in Western Michizan! TTM’ s ministry of reconcilia-
tion builds onthe primary and foundational experiences
that oocur while being part of a diverse and caring commu-
nity at camp. We provide ongoing supporttoenableand
equip youth with developmental assets such as faith, con-
fidence, ability to face and overcome cha llenges, achisve
their potential, and live lives of celebrating diversity. &ll
done witha lot of fun activities!

Yiou can partner with us increating this opportunity — the
chance for our young people tolearn about the im-
portance of reconciliation — by s ponsoring a camper with a
gift of £300. This gift allows us to offzet the actual cost of
camp as compared to whatmostof our campers can
afford to pay.

Pleaze, sponsor a cam per today with your tax deductible
donation !
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Welcome to My Tall Turfl

Ey Nosmy Pamra-Cano, Leader in Traning

5 Tall Turf Ministries is more than
summer camp tome; it's my devel
oper. | have beeninvoled withTall
Turf for 3 years and have grown tre-
mendous by, My firstyear | was com-
pletely terrified with the idea of
leading a group larger than nine in
activities. Today, | have spokenat
banguets, talkedin rooms filled
with a dults, lead groups larger than
S0 adults, andlead &0 tesnzina
bible study. My social anxiety went
from the size of the Em pire 5 tate
Building to the size of 3 hill because of Tall Turf.

Aocepti ng my calling has been greatly accelerated because of Tall
Turfandits people. Encouragement is abundant. God has wsed this
ministry to remind me that He always has a plan. | began writing
music at about eight years old, but never shared it. God moved me
toshareasong | wrote la st sum-
mer at camp. | had prolonged it B
for as long as 1 could, but | knew
that | hadto share my song be-
fore the summer ended. The mi-
nute | stopped playing the last
chord, my fellow staff looked up
astonished that the girl they
kmew for years wrote thatsong.

Through devaotions and people at
Tall Turf, God has reminded me
that | camdo all things because |
am simphy 3 vessel. My time at
Tall Turf has allowed me to be
part of multiple worship teams, interact with adults & peers for
planning city -wide worship events, and connect with my community
maore. Now, | freely express my music to show not whatl can do, but
what God gave me to touch others. To me, Tall Turfis a3 nest of un-
discovered game-changers. |, Mosmy Parra-Cano, have walked out
of zelf doubtand into my purpose. As an obedient daughter of
Christ, | zeek to obediently serve throuzh passion filled worshipin
order torestore the relations hip betwsen manand God.
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Spring Break 2017: Many Hands Make Light Work &"\

By David Brasser, Site Manager

Tall Turf Ministries Announces Sale of 816 Madison Ave. SE

Tall Turf Ministries announces that Monarch Investments cdosed on the =3 le of its office building located at E 18 M adizon Ave. 5E on
march 24th, 2017. Monarch Investments and Management Group, Grand Rapids, LLC [MIME) will use the building for administra-
tive offices.

“wie are committed to serving local youth throughowr programming and this move will allow us to continuws our mission for years
to come, “ =3id Marcus Hargrawve, CEQ of Tall Turf Ministries. “althouzh we are currently exploring new locations for Tall Turf Minis-
tries’ administrative offices in Grand Rapids, we will continue our year-round programming and pla nning for the 2017 summer
camp se3son during this fime of transition. Tem porarily, we have relocated to Hope Reformed Churchat 2010 Kalamazoo Ave. SE.*

“we are grateful for the opportunity to purcha se E16 Madison Ave. SEand are excted towork with Tall Turf Ministries moving for-
ward,” s3id Bobby Nichols from MIMG. “This building will allow ws to expand cur presence in West Michigan, and we look forward
to being 3 part of this growing community.”

The 5,232 -sguare-foot two-story office building i3 converted firehouse that was builtin 1891, It served as 3 firehouse until 1878
when the Inner City Christian Federation purchasedit. in 2002, Tall Turf Minis-
tries purcha sed the building to expand its programming and administrative
offices. Funds from the sale of the building will g0 to enha noe the s ummer
camp located in Hesperia, M1, 3s well 3z year-round leadership development
programs.

The building's upper level features open office space, private officesanda large
conference room. The lower level features 3 larger gathering room with garage
-style doors opening to the street with a full kitchen. Thereis alkofree onsite
parking. “Our community is faced with opportunities for 3 prosperous future,
and we will continue to work toensure neighborbood residents are part of that §
positive cha nge,” =aid James White, former Grand Rapids City Commissioner,
and former Tall Turf Ministries Board Member. This i an opportunity to
strengthen our community, and Tall Turf Ministries along with MIMG will play
aneszential role in supporting neighborhood revitalization.™




Several of the
highlights during
the year included
fieldtrips that
Firehouse Kids
were able to take.
Early Mowvember,
Firehouse Kids
jour neyed to camp
faor a Fall Retreat.
Campsrs were
able to strengthen
reflationships
throush team
building, devo-
tions, and an
“amazing race”.

In Mowem ber,
Firehouse Kids were able to join thou-

By Minam D Jong Direcfor of Programs

While ma ny kids spend their 5aturday
maornings sleeping in after a long wesk of

|  school a group of committed children
and teens spenttheir 5aturdays waking
up early to come to Tall Turf Ministries

| for our weekly schoolyear program.
Each week, approximately 20-30 kids
came together from all over Grand Rap-

School Year Highlights

Blandford Mature Center such as owls,

ids to participate in games, Gible study,

activities, 3 meal, field trips and more.

zands of other participants for the annual
Artwan 5anta Parade downtown Grand
Rapids. Campers walked alongzide the
Tall Turf float while singing their favorite
camp chants as loud as they could!

turtles, and rabbits. Several brave camp-
&rs were even able to experience whatit
felt like tosit on top of 3 Belgian Draft
horse. Overall, it was a great year of
learming, growing, and discovering new

Tall Turf Lea ders In Training {LITs)

worked every week to prepare activities
zuch 3z drama, dance, team challenges,
arts and crafis, and science experiments.
LiTs akko lead participa nt= throuzh a small
group Bible study each week where chil-
dren had the opportunity to study the
book of John and how it relates to their
lives.

Campers were also able to enjoy time
learning about reconciliation with na ture
through a memaorable fizld trip. In March,
campers visited Blandford Nature Center
for their annua | sugarbush Festival.
While there, campers learned about the
process for getting and making real ma-
ple syrup. They also had the opportunity
toexplore the grounds andlearmabout
the many different animals that inha bit

things together about God & sach other!

ST L T R T T

SAVE THE DATE!

Tall Turf Minisfries’
Building Bridges Banquet
Thursday, October 19, 2017
6:00PM
$30 Per Person

Formal Invitation to Follow
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Tall Turf Ministries Board of Directors
Dr.&imt'i’-m\mm,mﬁ'pmm

YOUTH CAMP SESSIONS e R
Tall Turf Olympics Week (ages 8-13) St D, Tiredviawy
July 5—12 LydiaKuyvenhoven, Seretary
Discovery Science Camp (ages 8-13): e
July 1822 e
Angela Mebson
Adveniure Camp {ages 14-17): T, Peter Tewinkle
AEngust 1—3 Tim WerStrate
Young Leaders Camp (ages 8-13): fev. Or. Richefle White
Angust I—11
Tall Turf Ministries Staff
FAMILY CAMP WEERENDS )
David Brasser, Site Manager
June 30—July 2 B g Sioe kg B
July 14—16 Nicale Broyls, Offce Mmager
July 26—30 Miriam D Jong, Direcior of Programs
HEugust 1113 Marcus Hangrave, President &CED
LeMarr Lakson, Program fssstat
Kathryn Knox, Program Sssistant

Register Now: www.tallturf.org
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2010 Kalamazoo Ave SE
Grand Rapids, MI 43507

Wictoria Precior-Gibbs, Dutreach Coordinator

Phone: 616-452-T206
Fax: 616-452-T30T7
E-mail: infoi@tallwrd. ong
Web: talitwrf.ong
facebook. comitaliturf

twvitter. comftallwrd
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